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ABOVE: the chS School of engineering 
was recently featured in texas 
School Business magazine’s third 
annual Bragging rights.
(See more district highlights on p.3)
Click here to read the complete article.

BELOW: CMS West students collected over 300 gifts 
for the Student Council Angel Tree – Make a Child 
Smile Program.

BELOW: New Tech High @ Coppell learners 
volunteered on Saturdays to help collect money 
for the Salvation Army.

Lakeside Elementary kindergarteners made a blanket for Project 
Linus, which provides them to children in need.

Students at Austin Elementary collected and packed canned 
goods for troops.

5th graders at Pinkerton Elementary are working 
to help build a library with gently used books 
for the Orphans International School in Moshi, 
Tanzania. 

Mockingbird Elementary students participated in the Red Cross program “Holiday Mail 
for  Heroes.”

ABOVE: As a part of  Helping 
Hands, Valley Ranch Elementary 
students are collecting cans and 
items for Christian Community 
Action Food Pantry.

 

More Choices, More Engagement

supportive
5th graders at Town Center Elementary 
collected toys through their “giving tree.”

interactive EXPRESS Online at 
www.coppellisd.com

The CHS TOMS Club collected new shoes, socks, and shoelaces for 
Shoes for Orphan Souls, a ministry of Buckner International. 

(see CISD Strategic 
Plan Update p. 4)

teacherS 
Of the year

Teachers from 
each campus 

honored

http://www.texasschoolbusiness.com/downloads/BR_0910_COPPELL_CRX.pdf
http://www.coppellisd.com
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MISSION
the mission of the coppell 
independent School District, as a 
committed and proven leader in 
educational excellence, is to ensure 
our learners achieve personal 
success, develop strong moral 
character, and become dynamic 
leaders and global citizens with 
a zeal for service by engaging 
each individual through innovative 
learning experiences led by a 
visionary staff and progressive 
community.

Superintendent Speaks
What an exciting finish to the first half of the school 

year!  The photographs of CISD students on the cover of 
this issue represent a few of the many stories about heart, 
hope, compassion, teamwork, and ultimately, the ability 
to place others before self despite these tough economic 
times.   Students in CISD come to school ready and eager 
to learn from us, but I am always humbled at the amazing 
life lessons they teach us every day.  

This year, as the district embarks on its second five year 
Strategic Plan, the curriculum team is leading the charge.  
In addition to the district’s plan, the team has been instru-
mental in assisting the middle schools in developing their 
strategic planning initiative to better align with the district's 
and ensure that middle school students are prepared for the 
rigors of the high school curriculum that lies ahead.  Central 
administration has focused its efforts on rigor and engag-
ing instruction as well as staff training in an effort to help 
campus teams identify and model the skills needed to create 
a 21st century learning environment in every classroom.   
Learn about the plans, proposed pathways guaranteed to 
keep students engaged, how the House Bill 3 legislation 
will impact graduation requirements in CISD, and much 
more in the curriculum section (pages 4 – 5).   

So far, there has been no new money from the state 
and no change in the early budget projections made last 
spring for the 2010-2011 school year.  It would be fiscally 
irresponsible for the district to continue to deplete its fund 
balance below the state’s recommendations for a district 
our size.   Last year, you may remember that the Board 
of Trustees, mindful of the economic times, decided not 
to ask the community for a Tax Rate Election (TRE).   You 

Board of Trustees (Back, L to R) Thom Hulme, David Apple, Scott Orr, Anthony Hill 
(Front, L to R) Secretary Susie Kemp, President Cindy Warner, Vice President Bennett Ratliff.

January Marks School Board 
Recognition Month

Governor Rick Perry has proclaimed January as School 
Board Recognition Month to help highlight the contribu-
tions of dedicated men and women who take time to care 
about our local schools. Coppell ISD is joining with other 
districts across the state in saying, “Hats Off to Texas Trustees” 
to thank our Board of Trustees for voluntarily tackling the 
enormous job of governing this district.

“As advocates for our children, our school board 
members face difficult challenges. They are elected by the 
community to make critical decisions that directly affect 
the future of our students. They work tirelessly, devoting 
countless hours to help ensure a quality education that 
will lead CISD students to success,” said Dr. Jeff Turner, 
Superintendent. 

On behalf of all CISD students and staff, campuses 
will provide Board members with decorations, posters, 
and goodie bags as a thank you for their sacrifices, hard 
work, and dedication to the district.

A Note From the Board President
In the summer issue of EXPRESS, I thanked everyone 

for their support of our bond election and also discussed 
the likelihood of Coppell ISD facing a Tax Rate Election 
(TRE) in the fall of 2009. We continue to operate at 2005-
06 funding levels, despite minimal legislative funding 
assistance (mostly earmarked for teacher salaries), and 
do not expect any significant change to those levels in 
the foreseeable future.  

Throughout the year, we have made cuts to our bud-
get totaling approximately $3.9 million dollars. These 
cuts included the elimination of 37 teaching and adminis-
trative positions.  And, although we are still facing a $4.4 
million total budgeted deficit for the 2009-2010 school 
year (after all of the cuts), we determined that, as good 
stewards of our taxpayers’ dollars, we could postpone a 
Tax Rate Election until September 2010.  We will “fund” 

our deficit by spending part of the fund balance again 
for the coming school year. This will put our fund bal-
ance at the lowest level we believe is healthy and within 
acceptable guidelines as set forth by the state. 

These are difficult economic times for all families, 
and like you, we understand that cuts are sometimes 
necessary.  We will continue to review the budget and 
reduce costs everywhere possible.  Our first priority 
is to maintain the outstanding schools in CISD and to 
continue to provide excellent educational opportunities 
for all students. 

We are blessed to be part of such a caring community, 
and especially one that recognizes the value of a strong 
public education.  Thank you again for your support 
of the district and the incredible achievements of our 
students and staff!                                 

 Cindy Warner

can expect to learn more 
about the need for a TRE 
as we get closer to the an-
ticipated fall 2010 election 
time frame. 

Also in EXPRESS, you 
will meet our Campus 
Teachers of the Year, find 
out about the upcom-
ing spring registration 
process, and learn more 
about the ongoing public 
forums, “The Discussion,” 
where once a month we 
tackle topics that are criti-
cal to the future of the 
district, then open the 
meetings to hearing ideas 
and suggestions, asking/
answering questions, and 
gathering feedback from participants.   We will resume 
the hour-long sessions in February, and I hope you will 
consider joining me this spring for “The Discussion.” 

I know you will enjoy reviewing some of the district’s 
fall highlights, reading the online version of EXPRESS, 
and subscribing to my new weekly e-newsletter “Supt’s. 
Scoop.”  If you are inclined to social networking, you 
may want to consider becoming a CISD Facebook fan or 
following us on Twitter as we continue to look for new 
ways to communicate the good news of the district and 
stay connected to each other and our world.

CISD Trustees 4 Texas
School Board members from around the state are showing their 
support of the principles and premises defined by the Public 
Education Visioning Institute.  Some 40 trustees including 3 from 
Coppell ISD, Bennett Ratliff, Anthony Hill, and Thom Hulme, 
comprise the leadership team calling themselves “Trustees 4 
Texas.”  The group will begin meeting in mid- January to discuss 
the next steps needed to move the state forward as defined in the 
original Visioning document (see .pdf posted in the resource box 
on the Superintendent’s page at www.coppellisd.com). 

JOin 

“the DiScuSSiOn”

the next session of “the 

Discussion” will be in february 

on the topic of “choices for 

ciSD Students entering high 

School”… What small learning 

communities look like in ciSD 

as well as a budget update. the 

remaining Spring 2010 topics 

are being finalized but, will 

address a district strategic plan 

update, the upcoming tax rate 

election and more.

In November 2009, Superintendent Dr. Jeff 
Turner announced Lakeside kindergarten 
student Katy Ball as the district ’s Holiday 
Greeting Card Design Competition winner. 
(Pictured with art teacher Cacey Narez)

ciSD BOarD meetingS
Jan. 18 Feb. 22 Mar. 29
April 26 May 24 June 28

Citizens of Coppell ISD are welcome to attend 
Board of Trustees meetings. Regular meetings 
are held at 7:30 p.m. at the Vonita White Ad-
ministration Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road. 
Citizens interested in speaking at the meetings 
should contact the superintendent's office at 
214.496.8002. An open forum item is placed on 
each regular meeting's agenda so that citizens 
may address trustees at that time; however, the 
Open Meeting Law prohibits board action on 
such items at that night's meeting.

aDminiStrative leaDerShip
Dr. Jeff Turner, Superintendent of Schools

Melody Paschall, Assistant Superintendent for 
Curriculum and Instruction

Sid Grant, Assistant Superintendent for  
Business and Support Services

Kelly Penny, Chief Financial Officer

ciSD eXpreSS is a National School 
Public Relations Association (NSPRA) 
“Merit” award recipient and a Texas School 
Public Relations Association (TSPRA) “Gold 
Star” and “Best of Category” award winner. 
EXPRESS is published by the Department of 
Communications and Public Relations of the 
Coppell Independent School District, 200 S. 
Denton Tap Road, Coppell, Texas 75019. For 
additional information, phone 214.496.6056 or 
visit our web site at www.coppellisd.com.

BOarD Of truSteeS
Cindy Warner (Place 6) .............President
Bennett Ratliff (Place 7) ...Vice-President
Susie Kemp (Place 1) .................Secretary
David Apple (Place 2) ................ Member
Anthony Hill (Place 3) ............... Member
Thom Hulme (Place 4) ............... Member
Scott Orr (Place 5) ....................... Member

Send e-mail to board members from the Trustee 
page on the CISD web site or mail letters to the 
Vonita White Administration Building, 200 S. 
Denton Tap Road, Coppell, Texas 75019. Phone 
messages may be left for board members at 
214.496.8002.

http://www.facebook.com/coppellisd
http://twitter.com/coppellisd
http://www.coppellisd.com/151610819171539683/site/default.asp
http://www.coppellisd.com
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innovation
opportunity

n	 a record six ciSD schools made the texas Busi-
ness and education coalition’s 2009 honor 
roll: Coppell High School, CMS West, CMS North, 
Denton Creek Elementary, Lakeside Elementary, 
and Wilson Elementary.  Only 254 schools across 
the state made the TBEC list, which is less than four 
percent of all the public schools in Texas. CHS is 
one of only five high schools, which are not magnet 
schools, to accomplish this honor and has the larg-
est student population of any school on that list.

n	 Twenty Coppell ISD students were named semifi-
nalists in the 2010 national merit Scholarship 
competition. This is the largest number of students 
recognized as semifinalists in the history of CISD. 

n	 The Coppell High School graduating class of 2009 
had the highest Sat scores in ciSD history. They 
are also the highest on two out of three sub tests: 
Mathematics and Writing. The 2009 state and na-
tional averages declined by 6 points and 20 points 
respectively. Also, the total SAT scores are 15 points 
higher than CISD’s previous high in 2007. 

n	 The national center for educational achieve-
ment (NCEA) recognized CISD schools as part of 
its 2009 Just for the Kids Campaign for Higher Per-
forming Schools in Texas: Austin, Cottonwood Creek, 
Denton Creek, Lakeside, Mockingbird, Pinkerton, 
Town Center, Valley Ranch, Wilson, CMS East, CMS 
North, CMS West, and Coppell High School.  

n	 A recent report of four and five year trends was 
made to the CISD Board of Trustees reflecting some 
impressive advanced placement (ap) statistics:  

In 2005, the 547 students took AP exams:  1. in 
2009 – 786 (up 44%)
In 2005, total number of AP exams taken was 2. 
1108: in 2009 – 1631 (up 47%)
In 2005, 769 AP exam scores were ≥ 3 (col-3. 
lege course qualifying score): in 2009 – 1270 
(up 65%)
In 2006, the percentage of students in the gradu-4. 
ating class who scored at least a 3 or higher while 
in high school was 40.1%: in 2009 -  43.8% 
note:  Offering more options/choice (i.e. Dual 
Credit, Senior Scholars, & NTH@C) has not dilut-
ed the AP program, and more CISD students are 
answering the challenge of AP course rigor. 

DISTRICT HIGHLIGHTSDISTRICT HIGHLIGHTSDISTRICT HIGHLIGHTS
n	 Coppell ISD’s curriculum team assisted the middle 

schools in developing their first-ever Strategic 
plan to set a vision for middle schools that is aligned 
with the current CISD Strategic Plan.  Nearly 30 
community members, students, teachers, and ad-
ministrators created the plan’s three objectives and 
six tactics.  Allowing for some campus customization, 
the effort helped to identify common beliefs and 
goals at the middle school level. 

 
n	 The 2009-2010 written report from the Coppell 

ISD Human Resources Department to the Texas 
Education Agency (TEA) announced that 100% of 
all teachers and instructional aides in CISD met 
the Highly Qualified objectives required under the 
provisions of No Child Left Behind (NCLB).  

n	 Coppell ISD has again earned the highest financial 
rating, Superior Achievement, within the state’s 
Financial Integrity Rating System of Texas (FIRST) 
accountability system.  The district’s perfect score 
of 85 for the 2007-2008 school year, as well as the 
Executive Summary, and scores on each of the 24 
indicators are posted on the district’s web site. 

n	 Students and staff in coppell iSD continue to 
lead the way for school districts across the state 
by participating in a Digital learning pavilion 
during the state convention for the Texas Associa-
tion of School Administrators and School Boards in 
Houston.   Apple Computers and SHW Group archi-
tects constructed the pavilion and invited NTH@C 
students and staff to participate.  

n	 coppell high School earned a silver medal, 
according to the 2010 U.S. News & World Report 
America’s Best High Schools. This placed them in 
the top 500 out of over 21,500 schools across 48 
states and the District of Columbia. 

n	 Congratulations to the chS engineering (eXcite) 
students and Coach Yakubovsky for a 10th place 
finish at the B.E.S.T. robotics competition.

n	 innovative teaching grant awards totaling 
$18,405.40 were delivered to 12 teachers and their 
students on seven campuses by the CISD Education 
Foundation.  The grants will be used to purchase 
items that support innovative learning in the class-
room.   Since 2000, the CISD Education Foundation 
has awarded over $683,000 in grants.  

n	 This year’s Engineering Expo was a huge success 
with over 2,500 in attendance representing 53 cit-
ies and over 100 high schools and middle schools 
from the North Texas area.   All of the “Top 11” 
engineering universities (ranked by U.S. News) at-
tended as well as leading engineering companies. 
There were interesting lectures by guest speakers 
and demonstrations given by CISD’s talented engi-
neering students.   The engineering program was 
featured in the December “Bragging Rights” issue 
of Texas School Business magazine.

n	 CISD student athletes advanced:  the varsity tennis 
Team clinched the district title and advanced to the 
beginning rounds of the state playoffs; the coppell 
cowboys varsity football team advanced 3-deep 
in the 5A state playoffs; CHS varsity girls volley-
ball team went to the state quarterfinals; varsity 
girls cross country team placed 6th at this year’s 
State Championship meet.

n	 The non-profit organization Children at Risk, 
released its rankings of high-performing greater 
Dallas schools. The North Texas rankings include 
158 high schools, 292 middle schools and 807 
elementary schools.  Five CISD schools placed in 
the top 20 of their respective categories. Coppell 
High School is ranked 8th out of area high schools, 
below only magnet schools and Highland Park 
High School. For middle schools, CMS East, West, 
and North placed 8th, 9th and 17th respectively. Cot-
tonwood Creek Elementary was ranked 17th in the 
elementary school category. 

n	 Of 7,700 entries from 80 school districts across Tex-
as, six chS photojournalism students, including 
one sophomore, were ribbon winners for Honorable 
Mention at the Association of Texas Photography 
Instructors (ATPI) Fall Photo Contest.

Fall 2009 District Highlights

First quarter GEMs (Great Educators Matter), the district’s internal staff 
recognition program highlights employees who were noticed by their colleagues 
for going above and beyond the duties for which they are paid.

Coppell Middle School North Honor Winds band, under the direction of Joey Ashbrook, was selected by the National Wind Honors Band Project as a National 
Winner (representing the top quarter of entries).  In addition, the Coppell High School Honor Band, directed by Scott Mason, was selected as a Commended 
Winner (representing the second quarter of the ensembles entered).  Recorded entries totaling 155 from 28 states were submitted for this national competition. 

The Sidekick, Coppell High School’s student newspaper, placed 7th in the “Best 
of Show” category at the National High School Journalism Convention in 
Washington, D.C., hosting over 6,000 student journalists from across the country.  
CHS student editors entered the October 2009 issue in the “17 pages plus” 
newspaper category (the largest category) and were among only two newspapers 
from Texas to place in the Top 10 (a Houston area school placed 10th).  

The district wide annual Turkey Drive, for the North Texas Food Bank, was the 
most successful to-date!  A total of 3,015 frozen turkeys were donated plus an 
additional 110 online donations were received for a grand total of 3,162 turkeys 
from Coppell ISD.  

New Tech High @ Coppell was recently honored by the New Tech Network as one 
of only 19 national demonstration sites in the United States.  This achievement 
is a rare honor in the New Tech Network.   NTH@C will serve as a visitation 
site for those interested in seeing how the instructional model works and a site 
that will train staff for prospective New Tech schools. 

http://www.coppellisd.com/15161091014637483/blank/browse.asp?a=383&BMDRN=2000&BCOB=0&c=58342&15161091014637483Nav=|&NodeID=504
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District Strategic Plan Update
The CISD Strategic Planning Team met in January 2009 to set the district’s 

course for the next five years. As a result, the district is focusing on rigor and 
student engagement – key aspects of a 21st century education. The curriculum de-
partment defines rigorous learning experiences as engaging students in thinking 
and acting on content that matters in order to develop conceptual understand-
ing and increased expertise in a discipline or field of practice. As CISD looks to 
ensure that each classroom is rigorous and engages students, each campus is 
investigating areas of interest that might help them reach their goals. 

neW tech high @ cOppell 
graDuate

cOppell high SchOOl 
graDuate

The diagram below illustrates what is being investigated at each level. The 
elementary schools are researching instructional models with an engagement 
focus. The middle schools are working on their strategic plan which also sup-
ports the overall district plan. It focuses specifically on the rigor and success 
of students in the middle years. Finally, at the high school level, Coppell High 
School is looking into small learning communities, or academies, through the 
Career and Technical Education (CTE) programs. New Tech High @ Coppell, 
still in its infancy, is continuing to enhance the project-based learning model. 
For more information, visit the Strategic Plan page of www.coppellisd.com.

Below are two illustrations depicting the coppell high School graduate and the 
new tech high @ coppell graduate. With the increase of choices at the secondary level, 

these diagrams specifically display the avenues available to reach graduation.

Visit www.coppellisd.com/newtech for more information.

For more information, view the Career and Technical 
Education (CTE) section of the CISD web site.

cOppell iSD graDuate

pulte homes (formerly centex homes) donated audio 
visual equipment valued at more than $150,000 to 
ciSD.  the two year old equipment is state-of-the-art 
and will go a long way toward expanding the hands-
on learning opportunities for our secondary students.

elementary 
SchOOl

miDDle 
SchOOl

high 
SchOOl ciSD graDuate
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http://www.coppellisd.com/15161081710473377/site/default.asp
http://www.coppellisd.com/newtech
http://www.coppellisd.com/151610641018443/site/default.asp?
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Teachers Model 21st Century Practices
In order to promote 21st century learning and student-cen-

tered practices, CISD developed Club 21 as an opportunity for 
secondary teachers to develop the expertise necessary to ensure 
rigorous and engaging learning experiences for students. They 
will build participants’ skills in areas such as digital literacy, criti-
cal thinking, problem solving, and collaboration through quality 
teaching and learning. This initiative will support the successful 
implementation of both the Coppell High School Strategic Plan 
and the newly created Middle School Strategic Plan.   

The 13 teachers that currently make up the group will be 
equipped, through sustained professional development, to 
seamlessly integrate technology and instruction that engages 
students. Through the development of model classrooms, teach-
ers will be able to effectively deliver a rigorous and relevant 
curriculum using technology, assessment data, and other effec-
tive instructional strategies to engage all learners in meaningful 
learning experiences. 

Over the course of five years, this team will continue to 
grow to include approximately 40 teachers across the secondary 
campuses. Each teacher will have the opportunity to attend 10 
additional days of professional development which will focus 
on 21st century skills, including technology integration.  Each 
classroom will be equipped with the technology necessary to 
integrate the skills learned, resulting in a classroom which pre-
pares students for the future. 

coppell iSD received 10 gold performance acknowledgements in 
2009: ap/iB results, attendance rate, college-ready graduates, 
Sat/act results, texas Success initiative (tSi) english/la, tSi math, 
commended reading/ela, math, Writing, and Social Studies.

High School Opportunities
As spring registration approaches, students are beginning to think about the 2010-

2011 school year and the choices available through both Coppell High School and New 
Tech High @ Coppell. Both CHS and NTH@C will conduct site visits for all 8th graders 
in order to help facilitate a smooth transition to CISD high schools while exposing them 
to all available opportunities. Several informational meetings will be held this spring 
regarding registration. See a complete timeline of important dates below.

coppell high School

January 6 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Parent/Student information meetings, curriculum EXPO
 and IB information meetings  for current CHS students CHS

January 12 Deadline for current students to return registration forms to 4th period teachers CHS

January 21 Junior presentations during English class   
 6:30 p.m. – College information meeting for Juniors and their parents CHS

January 25 Junior meetings with parents begin, by appointment, in counselors' offices  CHS

February 15 CMS West 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS 
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS West

February 16 CMS North 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS   
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS North

February 17 CMS East 8th graders visit Coppell High School  CHS
 6:00 p.m. – Parent meeting   CMS East

February 18 6:30-8:30 p.m. – Parent/Student information meetings, curriculum EXPO,
 and IB information meetings for 8th grade students and parents CHS

February 23 Sophomores begin meetings with counselors by class period CHS

April 16 Last day to make course request changes with counselors CHS    

new tech high @ coppell

January 28 6:00 p.m. – Informational Meeting/The Story of NTH@C NTH@C/cafeteria

February 4 6:00 p.m. – Informational Meeting/Instructional Model & Curriculum Overview  NTH@C/cafeteria

February 11 6:00 p.m. – Informational Meeting/A Day in the Life of a NTH@C Learner NTH@C/cafeteria

February 15 CMS West 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 16 CMS North 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 17 CMS East 8th graders’ Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C

February 18 Private School Students' Shadow Day at New Tech High @ Coppell NTH@C
 6:00 p.m. – Informational Meeting/Q & A Panel  Discussion (Facilitator/Learner) NTH@C/cafeteria

February 27 8:00 a.m. – First come first serve for 50% of freshman spots Buddy Echols Field/
      west side (home entrance)

March 4 Lottery for unfilled Freshman spots  Vonita White Admin. Bldg.   
   (Board Room)

March 5 Letters mailed notifying new learners of acceptance 

March 22 Commitment letters sent to existing NTH@C learners NTH@C

March 25 Commitment letters due from existing NTH@C learners.    NTH@C office

March 26 Commitment letters due from all new NTH@C learners NTH@C office

Camp Invention is Back!
Camp Invention is a week long summer day experience for 

students entering grades 1-6 in the fall of 2010. This summer will 
be the third consecutive year that Coppell has hosted the camp. 
The two camps will be hosted at Lakeside Elementary.

June 21-25  (9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.)

July 12-16  (9 a.m. – 3:30 p.m.)

Parents can register at www.campinvent ion .org  or by 
calling 1-800-968-4332. 

Camp Invention is a program produced by the National 
Inventors Hall of Fame® Foundation (the premier not-for-profit 
organization in America dedicated to recognizing, honoring and 
encouraging invention and creativity) in cooperation with the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. 

MOSAIC — 
Marvelous Opportunities Scheduled as Individual Courses
Coppell Gifted Association (CGA) is excited to again offer summer enrichment 

courses as a service to all students in Coppell entering grades 4-8 in the fall of 2010. 
The proceeds will be used for teacher training in gifted education!

       June 7-11 (9 a.m. – 12 p.m.)                 august 2-6 (9 a.m. – 12 p.m.)

Several courses will be offered this summer on topics such as creative writing, 
engineering, chess, money, and puppetry.  These courses are for students who want 
to explore the subject matter more deeply and are not limited to gifted students. For 
more information and to register, visit  www.coppellgifted.org.

MOSAIC courses are being taught by CISD teachers or other subject matter profes-
sionals and will be held at Coppell Middle School North. Space is limited.

Graduation Requirements Change
The CISD Board of Trustees recently voted in favor of changes 

to CISD graduation requirements, in response to House Bill 3. 
The bill, passed by the 81st Texas Legislature, modified gradu-
ation requirements in regards to Health, Physical Education, 
and Technology Applications on the recommended graduation 
plan only. Under this new plan, one credit of P.E. is required, 
compared to the previous one and a half credits. The revisions 
also eliminated the requirements for one half credit of Health 
and one credit of Technology Applications.

Regarding a decision, the Board received community input 
through a student advisory group, “The Discussion” breakout 
sessions, and feedback from the online survey. After much con-
sideration, the Board voted to remove the Health requirement 
and to modify the P.E. requirement to one credit. Students will 
have the option to take a Technology class or a standalone pro-
ficiency assessment, determined by the curriculum department, 
on which they must show mastery of the content in order to 
graduate. The curriculum department is also investigating ways 
to embed aspects of Health and Technology into other existing 
courses. These changes will be implemented beginning with the 
2010-2011 incoming freshman, allowing them additional space 
and freedom in their school schedules. For additional informa-
tion about these modifications, visit your child's campus web 
site or talk with their school counselor.

http://www.campinvention.org
http://www.coppellgifted.org
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involved

Education Foundation Awards Thousands for Innovation

ABOVE: Three Austin Elementary teachers and their students were excited to find 
out they received a $3,200 grant. By implementing “Literature Circles: Reading 
is not a Spectator’s Sport,” students will be able to apply what they are learning 
in reading and writing as a part of a comprehensive literacy program.

BOTTOM LEFT: The grant “Exercise the Body, Exercise the Mind” will provide 
students in Laurel Kron’s class at CMS West the option to sit on exercise balls 
at tables or traditional desks. This opportunity allows students to learn in an 
environment suited to their needs.

This fall, the CISD Education Foundation direc-
tors were proud to award eight innovative teaching 
grants at seven campuses. The grants totaled over 
$18,000 for the educational benefit of several CISD 
teachers and students. The funds will help provide 
resources and programs in various areas, includ-
ing reading, writing, English as a second language 
(ESL), science, history, physical education, music, 
and film.

Benefiting the Students and Staff of  
Coppell Independent School District

2010 Annual Campaign 
________________________________________________________________________
NAME       

________________________________________________________________________
ADDRESS                  CITY  STATE             ZIP

________________________________________________________________________
EMAIL        PHONE

Coppell Independent SChool dIStrICt red & BlaCk attaCk CampaIgn IS BaCk!

 Payment of $_______ enclosed.
 Check made payable to Coppell ISD Education Foundation

 Payment of $_______ will be made 
 by March 6, 2010.

	My company matches my gift
 (Please enclose appropriate documents)

 Please charge $_______ to my:

       VISA         MasterCard

Credit Card # ___________________________

Expiration Date __________________________

Signature: _____________________________

Please return this form with payment to: 200 S. Denton Tap Road, Coppell TX 75019. Your contribution is tax deductible to the extent allowable by law.  Receipts will be issued in compliance with IRS requirements.

 $10,000 +   $2,500  - $4,999   $500 - $999  $100 - $249  
 $5,000 - $9,999  $1,000 - $2,499  $250 - $499  $25 - $99

This fundraising campaign seeks financial support from individual 
donors with an interest in supporting excellence in our classrooms. 
The Red & Black Attack kicked off on December 1, 2009 and 
will continue through March 6, 2010. This important fundraiser 
contributes significantly to fund the Foundation’s innovative and 
matching grant programs and, as a result, has the potential of 
reaching every student in the district. For more information, please 
contact the CISD Education Foundation office at 214.496.6054 or 
visit the web site at www.coppellisdef.com.

____________________________________________
NAME TO BE USED FOR ALL RECOGNITION	
 We prefer not to be listed.            

Contributors will receive a yard sign if desired.

 Please do NOT put a sign in my yard.

Join the Red & Black Attack!
Thanks to your generous donations, the CISD 
Education Foundation has given over 
$683,000 to CISD schools since 2000. continue the tradition of giving and donate today!

Support Excellence in CISD Classrooms

“The Coppell community has played a key 
part in the continued success of the Education 
Foundation. Thanks to their generosity, we’re able 
to regularly give back to our schools and fund in-
novative programs that will benefit hundreds of 
students and teachers,” said Foundation President 
Dale Hruby. “We’re now gearing up for our annual 
RED & BLACK ATTACK and then matching funds 
grants later this spring.”

TOP LEFT: Principal Dr. Andra Penny congratulated Roxann Krautkramer on 
receiving the grant entitled “Clamoring Colts.” This will allow 3rd, 4th, and 5th 
graders to learn aspects of music and physical education through drumming.

 The Foundation’s RED & BLACK ATTACK 
annual community fund raising campaign has 
begun and will continue through March 6. Funds 
raised during the campaign will support innovative 
teaching grants as well as matching funds grants 
which principals can apply towards campus 
initiatives. Matching funds grants will be awarded 
at the Foundation’s annual Student/Teacher Academic 
Recognition Banquet set for Tuesday, May 4. To 
sponsor a student or table or to learn more about 
how the CISD Education Foundation is helping 
students across the District, call the Education 
Foundation at 214.496.6054 or visit their web site at 
www.coppellisdef.com.

Visit www.coppellisdef.com to donate online or mail in the form below with your contribution by March 6, 2010 for recognition.

http://www.coppellisdef.com
http://www.coppellisdef.com
http://www.coppellisdef.com
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preparedready
2010 AP Exam Dates

Advanced Placement Exams will be given at Coppell High School on 
May 3-7 and May 10-14. Late testing will be held May 18-20. Exam scores 
will be released in mid-July to students, colleges, and high schools.

Semester  (Secondary)
January 19 - February 26 ....................................29 days
March 1 - April 16................................................29 days
April 19 - June 2 ...................................................32 days

Grading Periods
9 Week (Elementary)
January 19 - March 26 .........................................44 days
March 29 - June 2 .................................................46 days

School Closings Due to Weather
In the event school must be cancelled due to 
inclement weather, the decision to close will be 
made between 6:00-6:30 a.m.  Please do not call the 
district, schools, or the Transportation Dept.  All 
information will be posted on the CISD web site 
(www.coppellisd.com), or you can call the CISD 
voice mail system at 214.496.8901 or tune in to one 
of the following radio or television stations:
KDFW-TV  Channel 4
KXAS-TV  Channel 5
WFAA-TV  Channel 8
KTVT-TV  Channel 11

KRLD Radio 1080 AM
WBAP Radio  820 AM
The Mix 102.9 FM 
KissFM  106.1 FM 

H  Holiday P  Professional
Staff Development

Foundation 
Banquet

W  Weather 
Day

Board 
Meeting

[ ]

( )

The Edge  102.1 FM 
KZPS  92.5 FM 
La Preciosa  97.1 FM 

CALENDARCALENDARCALENDAR
Prepare for Summer School 2010

Elementary and Secondary Summer School will be held 
Monday through Thursday (time and location TBA):

     grade levels    Dates  (Monday – Thursday)

       K-5        June 7 – July 1

K-5 ESL and Newcomers June 7 – July 15

6-12 June 14 – July 15

6-12 ESL and Newcomers June 14 – July 15

Visit www.coppellisd.com for additional summer school information and updates.

2009-2010 
TAKS/TAKS-M Testing Schedule

*Dates Subject to Change by TEA  

Test Date TAKS/TAKS-M Report Date
March 3 (Wed.) Grade 4 Writing May 14-21
 Grade 7 Writing 
 Grade 9 Reading 
 Grade 10 ELA 
 Exit Level ELA 
April 6 (Tues.) Grade 5 Math April 27
 Grade 8 Math
April 7 (Wed.) Grade 5 Reading April 27
 Grade 8 Reading 
April 27 (Tues.) Grades 3-4 Math May 19-26
 Grade 6 Math 
 Grade 7 Math 
 Grade 10 Math 
April 28 (Wed.) Grade 3 Reading May 19-26  
 Grade 4 Reading 
 Grade 6 Reading 
 Grade 7 Reading 
 Exit Level Math 
April 29 (Thurs.) Grade 5 Science May 19-26
 Grade 8 Science 
 Grade 9 Math 
 Grade 10 Science 
 Exit Level Science 
April 30 (Fri.) Grade 8 Social Studies May 19-26
 Grade 10 Social Studies 
 Exit Level Social Studies 

NOTE: A complete Student Assessment Calendar including re-test dates 
is posted on the CISD web site at www.coppellisd.com

Important Dates
January 18 ................................  Professional Staff Dev.
March 8-12 .........................Texas Public Schools Week
March 15-19 ...............................................Spring Break
April 2 ........................................................Weather Day
May 4....................... Ed. Found. Recognition Banquet
May 19..................................CISD Day at the Ballpark
May 31...............................................................  Holiday
June 2 ............................................. Last Day of  Classes
June 3 ............................  Prof. Staff Dev./Weather Day
June 6 ................................Graduation, UNT, 2:00 p.m.

HONESTY EFFORT PATIENCESELF-CONTROL RESPECT

JANUARY FEBRUARY APRILMARCH MAY - JUNE

 S M T W T F S 
 2 3   5   6 7 8 
 9 10 11 12 13 14 15

 16 17 18  19 20 21 22

 23 24 25 26 27 28 29  
 30 H 1 2)] P/W  4 5 

 6  7 8 9 10 11 12

 S M T W T F S 

     1 W 3 

 4 5 6 7 8 9 10

 11 12 13 14 15 16] 17
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TEXAS PUBLIC SCHOOLS WEEK
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      H 2 
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Graduation CISD Day at 
the Ballpark

Gifted and Talented Testing
CISD will host Gifted and Talented Testing for secondary students only 

on April 17, 2010 at 9:00 a.m. at Coppell Middle School North. Applications 
are due March 31, 2010 to Melissa Mahan at the Vonita White Administration 
Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road.

Preparation is the Key to Success!
CISD offers Prepare and Succeed courses, in partnership with Knowsys 

Test Prep, for the SAT and ACT exams. Through the course, students will 
take two full-length SAT practice exams, be given a complete report of their 
strengths and weaknesses, and receive 33 hours of direct instruction from SAT 
prep professionals. 

 Session Dates Days Time  Reg. Deadline Late Reg.

 3 Jan 5-Feb 18 TTh 5:00-8:00 p.m. Dec 18 Jan 4

 4 Mar 10-Apr 28 MW 5:00-8:00 p.m. Feb 26 Mar 9

 5 Jun 15-Jul 7 MTWTh 9:00 a.m. - noon June 1 June 14

 6 Jul 8-Jul 29 MTWTh 9:00 a.m. - noon June 28 July  7
 
The cost of each Prepare and Succeed course is $600. There is a $50 fee for 

late registration. Register online at http://coppell.revtrak.net/tek9.asp or download 
a registration form from the CISD web site and return it to Melissa Mahan at the 
Vonita White Administration Building, 200 S. Denton Tap Road. Make checks 
payable to Coppell ISD.

coppell iSD is now on twitter and facebook. 
follow us to get additional information, view photos, 
and stay connected.

http://www.coppellisd.com
http://www.coppellisd.com/151720114975593/site/default.asp?
http://www.coppellisd.com/151610710172023467/lib/151610710172023467/pdfs/070909TAKScalendar.pdf
http://coppell.revtrak.net/tek9.asp
http://twitter.com/coppellisd
http://www.facebook.com/coppellisd
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Coppell Independent 
School District

200 S. Denton Tap Road
Coppell, TX 75019

214.496.6000
www.coppellisd.com

Schools in the Coppell Independent 
School District are accredited by 
the Texas Education Agency. 
CISD is an equal opportunity 
e m p l o y e r  a n d  d o e s  n o t 
discriminate on the basis of 
national origin, race, creed, age, 
sex, or disability.

lisa evans
 Literacy

Denton Creek Elementary

Jill rupert
English as a Second Language (ESL)

Cottonwood Creek Elementary

lisa ruth
 2nd Grade

Mockingbird Elementary

crickett roberts
3rd Grade

Wilson Elementary

Julie gossett
4th Grade

Lakeside Elementary

David Barnette
Music

Austin Elementary

lara Wadlington
3rd Grade

Pinkerton Elementary 

Kimberly Becker
Literacy

Town Center Elementary

D’ann green
Literacy

Valley Ranch Elementary

available
responsive informative Teachers of the YearTeachers of the YearTeachers of the Year

carolyn Wooldridge
Literacy and Read 180

 CMS North

Jennifer martin
Biology

Coppell High School 

gay chapman
6th Grade Math

CMS East

Brandy Osterberger
Geometry

New Tech High @ Coppell

laila Sanguras
8th Grade Language Arts

CMS-West

2009-2010 Campus Teachers 
of the Year Recognized

The Campus Teachers of the Year, 
pictured here, have a combined total 
of 203 years of teaching experience in 
an array of grade levels and subject 
areas. They will be recognized 
publicly by the Board of Trustees on 
January 18, at the CISD Education 
Foundation’s Student/Teacher 
Academic Recognition Banquet on 
May 4, and again by the Texas Rangers 
at Ameriquest Field during “Coppell 
ISD Day at the Ballpark” on May 19.

http://www.coppellisd.com

